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PERSONAL INFORMATION
Office Address





Home Address

Lehman College





352 S. 1st St. #2R

Department of Sociology




Brooklyn, NY 11211

250 Bedford Park Blvd. West




Phone: 718-223-4840

Bronx, NY 10468-1589




Email: profbonastia@gmail.com
Phone: 718-960-1126

E-mail: christopher.bonastia@lehman.cuny.edu
EMPLOYMENT

Associate Professor, Lehman College(City University of New York (since January 2009) and CUNY Graduate Center (since March 2010)

Associate Director, Lehman Scholars Program and Macaulay Honors College at Lehman (since August 2009)

Assistant Professor, Lehman College(City University of New York (September 2004-December 2008)

Visiting Assistant Professor, Queens College(City University of New York (September 2003-August 2004)

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Scholar in Health Policy Research, University of California, Berkeley (August 2001-July 2003)

EDUCATION
Ph.D., 2001

Sociology, New York University

Dissertation: “Knocking on the Door: The National Politics of Housing and Segregation in the United States.”  Dissertation committee: Edwin Amenta (chair), John Skrentny (University of California, San Diego), Dalton Conley, Jeff Goodwin. 

M.A., 1996

Sociology, New York University

B.A., 1989

English, University of Virginia, Phi Beta Kappa

REFEREED PUBLICATIONS

Christopher Bonastia (Forthcoming, Fall 2011), Southern Stalemate: Prince Edward County’s Abandonment of Public Education. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Christopher Bonastia (Forthcoming, Winter 2011), “Desegregation Meets Deregulation Under President Carter.”  Invited paper for special issue (Banking without Borders?) of Kalfou (new interdisciplinary journal founded by editors Melvin Oliver and Claudine Michel). 
Christopher Bonastia (2009), “White Justifications for School Closings in Prince Edward County, Virginia, 1959-1964." Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race 6(2): 309-333.
Christopher Bonastia (2006), “The Historical Trajectory of Civil Rights Enforcement in Health Care.” Journal of Policy History 18(4): 362-86.

Christopher Bonastia (2006), Knocking on the Door: The Federal Government’s Attempt to Desegregate the Suburbs. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. Paperback release in February 2008.  Reviewed in Social Forces, Contemporary Sociology, American Journal of Sociology, Journal of Politics, Contexts, American Historical Review, and Choice. 

Chris Bonastia (2004), “Hedging His Bets: Why Nixon Killed HUD’s Desegregation Efforts.” Social Science History 28(1): 19-52.

Edwin Amenta, Chris Bonastia and Neal Caren (2001), “U.S. Social Policy in Comparative and Historical Perspective: Images, Concepts, Arguments and Research Strategies.” Annual Review of Sociology 27: 213-34.
Chris Bonastia (2000), “Why Did Affirmative Action in Housing Fail During the Nixon Administration? Exploring the ‘Institutional Homes’ of Social Policies.” Social Problems 47(4): 523-42.  Named Best Graduate Student Paper by the Political and the Comparative & Historical sections of the American Sociological Association.
Edwin Amenta, Ellen Benoit, Chris Bonastia, Nancy K. Cauthen, and Drew T. Halfmann (1998), “Bring Back the WPA: Work, Relief, and the Origins of American Social Policy in Welfare Reform.” Studies in American Political Development 12(1): 1-56.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Christopher Bonastia (2008), Review of Kevin M. Kruse and Thomas J. Sugrue (eds.), The New Suburban History. London: The University of Chicago Press, 2006. Urban History 35(1): 176-177.

Christopher Bonastia (2007), "Self-Help, with an Audience.” Contexts 6(2): 70-72.

Christopher Bonastia (2007), Review of Lawrence D. Bobo and Mia Tuan, Prejudice in Politics: Group Position, Public Opinion, and the Wisconsin Treaty Rights Dispute. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. Contemporary Sociology 36(2): 132-133.

Christopher Bonastia (2006), “Nixon Administration: Urban Policy.” Encyclopedia of American Urban History. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Christopher Bonastia (2006), “The Unintended Lessons Mitt Romney (and the Rest of Us) Could Learn from George Romney.” History News Network, added to site on Sept. 25, 2006. http://hnn.us/articles/29900.html#.

Christopher Bonastia (2005), “Are Docs the New Memoir?” The Independent Film and Video Monthly. December.

Chris Bonastia (2003), “Louise Robertson.” Book chapter in Nine Lives: Uncovering the Wealth of Life Stories within our Nursing Homes. (A collection profiling nursing home residents in the Bay Area.)  San Francisco: Eldergivers. 

Chris Bonastia (1998), Review of An American Dilemma Revisited: Race Relations in a Changing World, Obie Clayton, Jr. (ed). New York: Russell Sage Foundation. Journal of Ethnic and Racial Studies 21(6): 1159-60.

WORK UNDER REVIEW AND RESEARCH IN PROGRESS
“Beyond Legal Mobilization? Assessing the Black Community’s Response to School Closings in Prince Edward County, Virginia.” Anticipated submission to American Sociological Review in Summer 2011.

“The Educational Costs of Closed Schools in Prince Edward County” (with Raphael Bostic). Anticipated journal  submission in 2011.

ACADEMIC HONORS AND FELLOWSHIPS


Lehman College Faculty Recognition Award for Research, Division of Natural and Social Sciences (May 2009)

National Endowment for the Humanities Faculty Research Award for “Five Years without Public Schools:  Explaining the Stalemate in Prince Edward County, 1959-1964” (July 2008-June 2009) ($50,400)

PSC-CUNY Research Award ($8,170), City University of New York (July 2008-June 2010)

George N. Shuster Fellowship ($7,400), Lehman College (June 2006-May 2008, June 2009-May 2010)

Research Associate, National Science Foundation Grant for Integrating Data Analysis Project, Lehman College Sociology Faculty (Sept. 2004-Aug. 2007) ($175,000)

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Scholar in Health Policy Research (two-year postdoctoral fellowship), University of California, Berkeley (August 2001-July 2003)

Reinhard Bendix Award for Best Graduate Student Paper in Comparative & Historical Sociology (2001)

Distinguished Graduate Student Publication Award in Political Sociology (2001)

National Science Foundation, Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant (2000)

Teaching Assistantship, New York University (1996-97, 1999-2001)

Pre-Doctoral Dissertation Grant ($2,000), New York University (1999)

Summer Travel Grant, New York University (1999)

Research Assistantship, New York University (1997-99)

MacCracken Fellowship ($12,000 annually and tuition remission), New York University (1993-96)


SELECTED PRESENTATIONS

“Outsider Tactics in the School Desegregation Fight: The Case of Prince Edward County, Virginia.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, August 8-11, 2009.

Invited Commentator, “Broke Black Nation: Racially Restrictive Covenants, Sub-Prime Markets, Housing Segregation and Public School Re-Segregation,” Association for the Study of African American Life and History Annual Meeting, Birmingham, AL, October 1-5, 2008.

“The Impotence of Federal Housing Desegregation Efforts, 1969-1980.”  Journal of Policy History Conference, St. Louis, May 29-June 1, 2008.

Invited Speaker, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2008 National Fair Housing Policy Conference, Atlanta, April 8-11, 2008.

“Five Years without Public Schools: Explaining the Stalemate in Prince Edward County, Virginia.” Presented at American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, New York, August 11-14, 2007.

Discussant, “Hip-Hop and Spoken Word” Panel. Eastern Sociological Society Meeting, Philadelphia, 

March 15-18, 2007.

“Using Samples to Construct Original Musical Tracks.” Invited Speaker, The City and the Humanities Lecture/Performance Series, Lehman College, October 20, 2005. 

Discussant, “U.S. Social Policy—Retrospect and Prospect” and “Welfare Policy in the United States” Panels. Eastern Sociological Society Meeting, Washington, March 18-19, 2005.

“The Historical Trajectory of Civil Rights Enforcement in Health Care.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, August 17, 2004.

“Putting Residential Segregation Back on the Political Agenda.” Invited Speaker, Color Lines Conference, Harvard University, August 29-September 1, 2003.

“Assessing Civil Rights Enforcement in Health Care.”  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Annual Meeting, Aspen, Colorado, May 2003.
“Affirmative Action in Britain: The Focusing Event as Mediator of Policy Alternatives.” American Sociological Association Meeting, Chicago, August 2002.
“Examining Anti-Discrimination Policies in Housing, Education and Employment.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Washington, August 2000.
“Why Is There No Affirmative Action in Housing?” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, August 1999.
“Policing Hip Hop’s Racial Boundaries.” Invited Speaker, Urban Theory Conference, New York University, March 1999.  

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

From 1996 to present, have taught: Race and Ethnicity, Social Inequality, American Social Policy Making, Introduction to Sociology and Sociological Theory. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Currently assessing school closings in Prince Edward County, Virginia, using interview data, archival documents, county records, congressional testimony, court decisions and secondary accounts.  Prince Edward was the only school district in the U.S. that chose to close their schools for an extended period rather than desegregate them.  Nine Lives project (see Publications) based on extensive interviews with nursing home resident.  

First book incorporates: extensive historical research on American housing, education and employment anti-discrimination policies; exhaustive review of archival government documents, legislative debate and court decisions related to housing; analysis of American anti-discrimination policies in employment and education; and examination of state and local efforts to promote and maintain residential integration. 

Analyzed and reviewed literature on American social policy in comparative and historical perspective (research assistant to Edwin Amenta) (2000).  Study of the Works Progress Administration (with Edwin Amenta) included research drawing upon congressional debates, archival documents and secondary sources relating to the WPA (1995-96).

Interviewed inmates at Sing Sing Prison (Ossining, New York) as part of a study I designed on incarcerated individuals pursuing graduate-level degrees (1996).

Covered health politics as Capitol Hill Editor of Health News Daily (1990-93).

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AND AFFILIATIONS
Grant Reviewer, National Science Foundation

Referee, DuBois Review; American Sociological Review; Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law; Social Problems; Milbank Quarterly; Mobilization; Contexts; and Social Science History

Editorial Board, Contexts (2007-9)
Search Committee, Lehman College Director of Admissions (Spring/Summer 2008)

Sociology Review Panel, City University of New York Committee on Research Awards (2006-7)


Lehman College Faculty Senate (Fall 2005-Spring 2009)
Member, American Sociological Association
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